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they do not trust the regulatory system. However, a majority agree that the UK has strict rules governing the use of 

animals in research; 52 per cent agree and just 13 per cent expressly disagree with this statement. 

Animal research organisations are widely viewed as secretive; 42 per cent selected this attribute from a list of positive and 
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 Views on t he acceptability of animal research  I 
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 Views on the a cceptability of animal research II  

 

There is slightly wider acceptance of using animals to help understand animal health than for understanding the human 

body, perhaps because it is more immediately obvious how research using animals has applications to understanding 

animal health or that some feel ethically that the former is more acceptable. However, there are some differences in 

acceptance between demographic subgroups: 

▪ While there are no significant differences across age groups in acceptance of using animals in research to help 

understand animal health, the acceptance of animals in research to help understand the human body ranges from 

46 per cent for those aged 25-34 to 64 per cent for those aged 55 and over. 

▪ Men are more accepting of both uses of research than are women, and the gap 
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The proportion who agree that the UK Government should ban the use of animals for any form of research has risen since 

2014, but the difference is not significant; just over one quarter (26%) agree with this statement, compared to 23 per cent 

in 2014. The proportion who disagree with this statement is identical to that of 2014, with a thin majority (53%) 

disagreeing with the statement. There has also been a similar-sized (but not significant) increase in the proportion who 

think that animals should not be used in scientific research on animal welfare grounds – from 31 per cent in 2014 to 35 

per cent this year. 

 Views on the acceptability of animal research III  

 

Support for a UK 
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respectively), and research into animal health (47% and 45%). Great apes and large monkeys were the least acceptable 

species for research into human benefit and animal health. Views remain similar to those recorded in 2014, although 

acceptance of dogs increased by four percentage points for research into both human and animal categories – a 

statistically significant increase.  

Slightly fewer (42% and 38%) believe that it is acceptable to use rats and mice in environmental research, which matches 

with the slightly higher proportion who say that it is not acceptable to use any of the listed animals in this type of research 

(34%).  

Just over a quarter say it is not acceptable to use any of the listed animals in research into human or animal health (28% 

and 27% respectively), and around one third (34%) say the same for environmental research. These levels are slightly 

lower than those observed in the previous section, where nearly four in ten (39%) said they would support the use of 

animals in all forms of research where there was no alternative, which suggests that acceptability declines when people are 

asked to consider specific animals that might be used in scientific research. 
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Notably, knowledge is consistent between men and women and across age within gender. So, for example, 15-24-year-

old women are no more aware of the ban than people are generally. However, they are more likely to say that such 

testing should be allowed (13% against 9% overall – a gap accounted for in large part by 25-34 year olds (across gender), 

15 
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Key Findings  

One third of the public (34%) say that they �¶neither trust nor distrust �· the regulatory 

system governing animal research in the UK
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 Attitudes to the regulation of animal research  

 

Trust in scientists rises with age – a finding mirrored in the 2015 Ipsos MORI veracity index3 – and this extends to trust in 

scientists not to cause unnecessary suffering to animals used in research. Around one third (32%) of those aged 15-24 say 

they trust scientists in this regard, a figure that rises to over four in ten (43%) of those aged 65+. However, express 

disagreement remains the same across all age brackets, with between 31 and 36 per cent disagreeing.  

The same pattern is observed in the relationship between age and trust in the regulatory system, where older people are 

more likely to say they trust the regulatory system than younger people; 36 per cent of those aged 55-64 disagree with 

the statement “I do not trust the regulatory system around the use of animals in scientific research”, compared to one in 
five (20%) of 15-24 year olds. Unlike trust in the scientists themselves, this relationship breaks down when those aged 65+ 

are considered; one quarter (25%) of this age group say they trust the system. 

  

                                                      

3 https://www.ipsos-mori.com/researchpublications/researcharchive/3685/Politicians-are-still-trusted-less-than-estate-agents-journalists-and-

bankers.aspx 
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How strongly do you agree or disagree with the following statements about the rules and regulations on the use of 
animals in scientific research in the UK? 2014 �² 2016 TREND

Attitudes to the regulation of animal research



Ipsos MORI | Public attitudes to animal research – 2016 report 15 

 

15-083519-01 | This work was carried out in accordance with the requirements of the international quality standard for Market Research, ISO 20252:2012, and with the Ipsos MORI Terms and Conditions 
which can be found at http://www.ipsos-mori.com/terms. © Office for Life Sciences 2016 

 

Table 3.1:  Relationships between age and trust in scientists and the regulatory sys tem  

 Overall  Aged 15 -24 Aged 25 -34 Aged 35 -54 Aged 55 -64 Aged 65+  

I trust scientists 
not to cause 
unnecessary 

suffering to the 
animals used in 

research 

Agree – 40% 32% 39% 43% 41% 
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 Public views of animal research organisations  

 

Those who selected only positive attributes tend to be from social grades AB (41%, compared to 28% of DEs), hold a 

degree-level qualification (43%), and resident in Greater London (42%). By comparison, those who chose only negative 

attributes are significantly more likely to be female (40%, compared to 29% of men), to be aged 15-24 (44%), and from 

social grades DE (42%). Almost half of women aged 15-34 (47%) selected only negative attributes when asked to describe 

animal research organisations. 

Similarly the belief that animal research organisations are secretive is higher amongst women than men (45% compared 

to 38%), but here it is older women who are the most negative (48%).  

Public views towards animal research and researchers 

There has been a significant increase in the proportion of the public who agree that researchers are working to find 

alternative to using animals in scientific research – four in ten (40%) now agree with this statement, compared to one third 

(33%) in 2014. In all other cases opinions are effectively unchanged since 2014 – almost half (48%) believe that scientists 

could do more to reduce the suffering of animals used in research, but a similar proportion (46%) agree that the use of 

animals for medical research purposes is important to human health.  

Just one quarter (25%) agree that scientific research is carried out on animals only when there is no alternative, and over 

one in three (35%) feel that scientific research is not always carried out to high standards. Neither measure has risen 

significantly since 2014.



Ipsos MORI | Public attitudes to animal research – 2016 report 18 

 

15-083519-01 | This work was carried out in accordance with the requirements of the international quality standard for Market Research, ISO 20252:2012, and with the Ipsos MORI Terms and Conditions 
which can be found at http://www.ipsos-mori.com/terms. © Office for Life Sciences 2016 

 

 Public views of animal research and researchers  

 

Those who prefer using the internet to receive more information about animal research are significantly more likely than 

average to agree that scientists could do more to reduce animals’ suffering – two thirds (65%) of this group agree, 

compared to almost half (48%) overall. This may be related to the prevalence of negative stories about the use of animals 

in research online. Similarly, 61 per cent of those who believe that cosmetic testing is permitted agree that scientists could 

do more.  

Even amongst those groups who are generally more positive about of animal research, there is considerable doubt that 

animal research is only carried out when there is no alternative. Three in ten men (30%) accept this - a similar proportion 

to those with a degree-level qualification (30%), and one third of ABs (34%). Agreement falls as low as 19 per cent of 

those aged 15-24 (a group that will also be receiving a great deal of their information online). 
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Don't know

None

Scientific research is carried out on animals only when
there is no alternative

Scientific research using animals is not always carried
out to high standards

Researchers are working to find alternatives to using
animals in scientific research

The use of animals for medical research purposes is
important to human health

Scientists could do more to reduce the suffering of
animals used in scientific research

2016

2014

Public views of animal research and researchers
And which, if any, of these do you think is true? 2014 �² 2016 TREND

Base sizes: 
2016: 987 British adults; 2014: 969 British adults
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Key Findings  

Public support for the most acceptable forms of prot est by animal protection 

organisations  (handing out leaflets, organising petitions, writing letters and asking 

people to put stickers or posters in their window ) is the same as in 2014  �² all are 

endorsed by at least 70 per cent . The next most acceptable protest actions attract 

minority support �² online campaigns targeting people who work in animal research (44%), 

and secretly filming activities at animal research facilities (31%) �² but these equate to tens 

of millions of people.   

Demonstrations  outside rese arch laboratories continue to be seen as acceptable by a 

majority of the public  (62%). There is a less than majority (but still substantial) 

acceptance  of other forms of demonstration : demonstrating  outside companies that 

transport research animals (35%) or firms that provide other services such as banking or 

cleaning to animal research organisations (32%). One in ten (11%) of the public now say 

animal protection organisations demonstrating outside the homes of those involved in 

animal research is an acceptable strategy �² up from 6% in 2014. Also up is endorsement of 

publicising (without their knowledge)  the identities of animal researchers (from 5% to 9%). 

4.1 Initial con siderations  

Large majorities of the public feel that it is acceptable for animal protection organisations to hand out leaflets or ask 

people to put stickers or posters in their window
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 Acceptability of protest actions I
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The only other measures on this list considered acceptable by more than one in ten of the public are the organising of 

online campaigns against people involved in animal research (44%), and secretly filming activities in animal research 

facilities (31%). These are broadly unchanged from 2014. 

Of the more radical actions on this list, none are considered acceptable by more than ten per cent of the public. There has 
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Key Findings  

A majority of the public do not feel well -informed about the use of an imals in 

research in the UK �² 34 per cent say they feel either very or fairly well informed. There is 

also continuing very �O�R�Z���D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V���R�I���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���Z�R�U�N���W�R���S�U�R�P�R�W�H���W�K�H���´�W�K�U�H�H���5�V�µ���R�I��

animal research (replace, reduce and refine), with just one in twenty (5%) aware of the 

National Centre for the Three Rs (NC3Rs). 

Interest in finding out about work to find alternatives to and improve the welfare of 
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scientific research (in line with 34% overall), but four in ten (39%) wrongly believe that testing cosmetics on animals 

is permitted in the UK (compared to 35% overall). 

▪ Those who would like to receive information via social media are more strongly concentrated in younger age 

brackets – four in ten (40%) of 15-24s chose this option, compared to just under three in ten (28%) of those aged 

25-44, and less than one in five for any older age brackets (45-54: 17%; 55-64: 11%; 65+: 4%). However, there is a 

relatively even distribution across social grade. Those preferring social media as a source are equally likely as 

people overall (35%) to believe cosmetics testing is still legal.  

This final social media group is attitudinally different to the previous three; whilst the proportion who feel very/fairly well 

informed about animal research in the UK is similar (33%, compared to 34% overall), they are more negative about animal 

research. When asked to select attributes that describe animal research organisations 
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 Preferred methods of communication about animal research II  

 

Trusted sources of information on animal research 

Vets who look after the animals used in research are the most trusted source of balanced information on the use of 

animals in research; 41 per cent of the public say they would trust vets, 36 per cent would trust universities and 33 per 

cent would trust animal protection organisations. ‘Vets’ is a new code added to the question this year.  

Whilst the rank order of trusted organisations is mostly unchanged from 2014, there has been a six percentage point drop 

in the proportion who trust medical research charities, from 28 per cent in 2014 to 22 per cent this year – perhaps linked 

to the broader picture of more negative stories in the media about charities generally. There has also been a significant 

rise in the proportion who would trust the NHS to provide balanced information (rising from 22% to 26%). 

3215-083519-01 OLS Public attitudes to animal research 2016  |  April 2016 |  FINAL  |  Internal Use Only
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Base: British Adults including those who do not want more information, 2016 (987)

Preferred methods of communication about animal research
And in which, if any, ways would you personally like to receive information about the use of animals in 
scientific research? Please pick up to three.
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▪ Men are also more likely than women to trust the NHS in this area (29%, compared to 26% overall and 23% for 

women). Those from non-white ethnic backgrounds are also strong advocates of the NHS in this area (37%), to the 

extent that the NHS is the joint-most trusted source of information (alongside universities) for this group.  
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Appendix  One �² Statistic al reliability  
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Appendix  Three �² Questionnaire  
 
Q1  
How well informed do you feel, if at all, about the use of animals in scientific research in the UK? Just read out the letter that 
applies 
ASK ALL. SINGLE CODE ONLY. REVERSE CODES. 
 
 A - Very Well Informed 
 B - Fairly Well Informed 
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Appendix  Four �² Survey topline  results  
 

The public attitudes to animals in scientific research topline is a new trend survey built on an amended version of the 

original BEIS animal research survey 
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Q5 How strongly do you agree or disagree with the following statements about the rules 
and regulations on  the use of animals in scientific research in the UK?  
   

   Strongly 
agree 

Tend to 
agree 

Neithe
r/nor  

Tend to 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

�'�R�Q�·�W��
know 
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Q6a Which, if any, of the following do you feel are 
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Q11 Q11a: As far as you know, for  which of these types of research, if any, are researchers 
currently allowed  to use  animals in the UK (with the applicable licence)? Just read out the 
letter or letters that apply  

 

   
 Q11b: And for which, if any, of these types of research should  researchers be allowed to 

use animals?  Please read out the letter or letters that apply  
 

      

  11a 11b 
  % 2014 % 2016 
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Q14 Over the past twelve months, have you seen or heard anything about the use of animals in 
scientific medical research in the UK? (All mentions 1% and over) 
 

 

  %  
 Mentions of specific animals 3  

 On-social media/Facebook 3  
 Animals being used for cosmetics 



Ipsos MORI | Public attitudes to animal research – 2016 report 59 

 

15-083519-01 | This work was carried out in accordance with the requirements of the international quality standard for Market Research, ISO 20252:2012, and with the Ipsos MORI Terms and Conditions 
which can be found at http://www.ipsos-mori.com/terms. © Office for Life Sciences 2016 

 

 
 

For more information  


